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ANNA KIROVA 
Curriculum Vitae 2024 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE APPOINTMENTS 
 
2018-present Editor, Alberta Journal of Educational Research (AJER) 
 
2016-2018 Co-director, Centre for Global Citizenship Education & Research 
       
2011-14 Associate Chair and Graduate Coordinator 
  Department of Elementary Education 
  University of Alberta 
  Edmonton, AB 
 
2013-2017 Faculty Director, Child Study Centre 
  Department of Elementary Education 
  Faculty of Education 
  University of Alberta 
  Edmonton, AB 
 
 
ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS 
 
2010-present Professor 

Department of Elementary Education 
  University of Alberta 

Edmonton, AB  
 
2003-2010 Associate Professor 

Department of Elementary Education 
  University of Alberta 

Edmonton, AB  
 
2000-2003 Assistant Professor 
  Department of Elementary Education 
  University of Alberta 

Edmonton, AB  
 
1996-2000 Assistant Professor 
  Department of Human Development and Child Studies 

Oakland University 
Rochester, Michigan, USA      

 

Office: 732A Education Building South  
Mail:  11210 87 Avenue NW 
 551 Education Building South 

Edmonton, Alberta, Canada T6G 2G5 
 
  

Telephone: 780- 492-0913 
Fax: 780 - 492-7622 
E-mail: anna.kirova@ualberta.ca 
 

mailto:anna.kirova@ualberta.ca
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ACADEMIC BACKGROUND 
 
1996  Doctor of Philosophy (Elementary Education), University of Alberta  
1987  Doctor of Pedagogical Sciences (Early Childhood Education), Sofia University, St. 

Clement Ohridsky, Sofia, Bulgaria 
1981  Bachelor of Education (Elementary, Early Childhood Education Minor) Sofia University, 

St. Clement Ohridsky, Sofia, Bulgaria 
 
AWARDS AND FELLOWSHIPS  
 
2018 Killam Annual Professorship, University of Alberta 
2013 Alberta Teacher Association (ATA), Early Childhood Education Council, Advocate for 

Young Children Award, AB, Canada 
2012 Lansdowne Distinguished Professor Scholarship, University of Victoria, BC, Canada 
2009 Faculty of Education Graduate Teaching Award (University of Alberta) 
2005 Alberta Teacher Association (ATA) Research Award, AB, Canada 
2003 University of Alberta Graduate Students’ Association Academic Staff Award, Canada 
1997 Michigan Association for Mediated Learning Outstanding Presentation Award, MI, USA 
1996 Faculty Research Fellowship, Oakland University, MI, USA  
1995-1996  Alice E. Wilson Award, Canadian Federation of University Women, Canada 
1994-1996 Social Studies and Humanities Research Council of Canada (SSHRC) Doctoral 

Fellowship, Canada  
1994-1996  Walter H. Johns Graduate Fellowship, University of Alberta, Canada  
1993-1994 Province of Alberta Graduate Fellowship, Canada  
1982-1986 Bulgarian Ministry of Education Doctoral Fellowship, Bulgaria  
1977  Sofia University, St. Clement Ohridsky, Sofia, Bulgaria Undergraduate Fellowship for 

 High Academic Achievements, Bulgaria  
1976 Award of Excellence for Outstanding High School Graduation, Bulgaria 
 
 
OTHER PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
1995-1996 Teaching Assistant 

Department of Elementary Education 
  University of Alberta, Edmonton, AB 
 
1990 ** Interruption of career due to immigration and learning English as a second language 
 
1988-1990 Scientific Officer 

Bulgarian Toy Testing Council 
Sofia, Bulgaria 
 

1987-1990 Research Associate 
Experimental Institute for 
Sport Equipment and Toys 
Sofia, Bulgaria 
 

1984-1985 Teaching Assistant 
Department of Pedagogy 

  Sofia University, St. Clement Ohridsky, Sofia, Bulgaria 
 
1980-1983 Teacher 
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National Experimental School 
Sofia, Bulgaria 

 
RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, AND SCHOLARLY WORK 
 
Research and Project Funding 
University of Alberta 

 
2021- 2025 SSHRC Insight Grant 
  Title: Transnationalism and the psycho-social well-being of recently-arrived migrant  
  mothers & fathers with young children (0 to 5 years old) in three Canadian cities. (Lisa  
  Merry, PI, A. Kirova Co-Investigator)  
   $337,430.00 
 
2019-2020 ZIF/ Center for Interdisciplinary Research at Bielefeld University, Bielefeld University,  
  Germany. 
  Title: Participation as a condition for humanizing epistemology?: Interdisciplinary and 
  international perspectives. 
  Co-applicants: Prof. Dr. Oliver Böhm-Kasper, Faculty of Educational Science,   
  Bielefeld University, Dr. Saana Jukola, Department of Philosophy, Bielefeld University,  
  Prof. Dr. Anna Kirova, Faculty of Education, University of Alberta, Prof. Dr. Solina  
  Richter, Faculty of Nursing, University of Alberta. 
   10,000 EURO 
 
2019-2021 Public Health Agency of Canada, Mental Health Promotion Innovation Fund 
  Celebrating Culture, Celebrating Life: an empowerment approach to building resiliency  
  amongst immigrant and refugee youth in Edmonton, Alberta (Chiu, Y, PI, A Kirova  
  Collaborator) 
   $329,220.00 
 
2020   Faculty of Education Conference Fund 
  Title: Ethics, Rights, Culture and the Recovery of the Human:  A Team Building   
  Initiative to Support the Rehumanization of Refugees in Canada. (A. Kirova, PI). 
   $3774.06  
 
  
2019- 2026 SSHRC Partnership Grant 
  Title: Evaluation Capacity Network: Collaborating for Impacts in Early Childhood  
  Practices, Programs, and Policies. Gokiert, R.J. (Project Director),  
  Co-Is: Poth, C., Kirova, A., Nykiforuk, C., Mushquash, C., Varda, D., Springett, J.,  
  Mignone, J., Ball, J., Cor, K., Fierro, L.,  Janus, M., Mayan, M., Janzen, J., Peltier, S.,  
  Bourgeois, I., Kinzel, C., Cousins, B.) 
 
  Collaborators: Graham, K., Hopkins, S., Cui, X., Undheim, A., Garber-Conrad, M.,  
  Dahms, R., Mottershead, K., Davidson, A., O’Neill, E., Boyd, L., & Chiu, Y.   

   
   $2,499,999 and $2,186,849 cash and in-kind matched contributions  

 
2019-2020 Kule Institute (KIAS) University of Alberta Research Team Grant  
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  Title: Ethics, Rights, Culture and the Recovery of the Human: A Team Building   
  Initiative to Support the Rehumanization of Refugees in Canada. (Y. Abu-Laban PI, A.  
  Kirova, Co-PI). 
   $7,500.00 
 
2018-2021  SSHRC Insight Grant 
  Title: Psychosocial Adaptation and Integration of Syrian Refugee Communities Using  
  Community Learning for Empowerment Groups (S. Yohani PI, A. Kirova, Co-PI) 
   $239,817.00 
 
2018-2019  SSHRC Insight Development Grant  
  Title: Thriving in Canada: Learning from the (photo)Voices of Immigrant Women 
  Engaged in Action Research to Improve Access to Health & Social Services. (P.   
  Camargo Plazas PI, A. Kirova, collaborator) 
    $54, 297.00 
 
2018-2019  SSHRC Partnership Grant Stage 1 
  Title: Evaluation capacity network, collaborating for impacts in early childhood   
  practices, programs and policies (R. Gokiert PI, A Kirova, Co-Pi). 
   $ 20,000.00 
 
2016-17 SSHRC: Rapid Response Syrian Refugees Competition 
  Title: Cultural brokering with Syrian Refugee Families with Young Children: An  
  Exploration of Challenges and Best Practices in Psychosocial Adaptation (A. Kirova,  
  PI, S. Yohani Co-PI) 
   $24,991.00 
 
2016-17  SSHRC Connection Grant  
  Title: Meaningful Knowledge Mobilization for Bridging the Research Practice Gap in  
  Immigrant and Refugee Early Childhood Assessment and Learning (R. Gokiert, PI, A.  
  Kirova, Co-PI) 
   $ 49,992 .00 
 
2016-17 Kule Institute (KIAS) Research Team Grant  
  Title: Constructing the Roma as Europe’s Other: Investigating the Interplay of Global  
  and Local Factors in the Balkan Region (A. Kirova, PI; L. Prochner, V. Lambrev, R.  
   Shields, M. Zivkovic, Co-PIs) 
   $ 12,500.00 
 
2016-17 Kule Institute (KIAS) Research Team Grant  
  Title: International Perspectives on Children’s Digital Media Practices (L. Laidlaw, PI;  
  A.Kirova, L. Prochner, F. Macgilchrist, A. Bock, M. Tribukait, J. O’ Mara, J. Lynch,  
  J. Blackmore, K. Dooley, N.Yelland, Co-PIs) 
   $ 12,500.00 
 
2015 -16 Faculty of Extension internal research grant Title: Multicultural Early Childhood   
  Assessment and Learning (MECAL) (R. Gokiert, PI, A. Kirova, Co-PI) 

   $ 9,963.77  
 

2015- 17 Killam Research Cornerstone Grant 
  Title: Cultural validity in early childhood measurement (R. Gokiert, PI, A. Kirova, Co- 
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  PI) 
   $ 30, 231.41 
 
2014-15 Alberta Centre for Child, Family and Community Research (ACCFCR)  
  Title: The Health and Well-Being of Children and Families of Temporary Foreign  
  Workers: A Pilot (B. Salami, PI, A. Kirova, Co-PI) 
   $ 10,000.00 
 
2014-15  Kule Institute (KIAS) University of Alberta Research Team Grant 
  Title: Digital Practices: An International Comparative Exploration of Children’s,   
  Parents’ and Teachers’ Accounts and Experiences of Engaging with Digital Tools and  
  Media (L. Laidlaw, PI, A. Kirova, Co-PI) 
   $7,114.00 
 
2014-15 SAS Grant 
  Title: Culture and Practice in Early Childhood Teacher Education: The case of   
  Roma inclusion in Bulgaria (A. Kirova, PI) 
   $ 8,472.00 
 
2014-2015 Citizenship and Immigration Canada (CIC)  
  Title: Immigration Settlement Services and Gaps in CIC’s Western Region   
  (William Ashton, PI, A. Kirova, Co- PI) 
   $ 138,023.00 
 
2013- 2016 SSHRC Insight Grant  
  Title: Culture and Practice in Early Childhood Teacher Education in Namibia,   
  Tanzania, and Canada (L. Prochner, PI, A. Kirova, Co-PI)   
   $ 221,817.00  
 
2012-13 The Worldwide Universities Network-Research Development Fund (WUN) 

    Title: Comparative Analysis of International Refugee Resettlement Law Obligations and 
Policy (C. Mahohy, PI, A. Kirova, Co-PI) 

    £ 10,000 
 

  2012-14 Alberta Centre for Child, Family and Community Research (ACCFCR) 
    Title: Bridging cultural and professional practices in early learning and care: An action 

research project (C. A. Massing, PI, A. Kirova, Co-PI) 
   $ 39,980.00 
 
2012-13 Alberta Centre for Child, Family and Community Research (ACCFCR) 

    Title: Understanding optimal child development in immigrant and refugee populations in 
Alberta (R. Gokiert, PI, A. Kirova, Co-PI) 

   $ 9, 995.40 
 
2012-  SSHRC Partnership Grant 
  Title: Pathways to prosperity:  new policy directions and innovative local practices for 

newcomer attraction and integration (V. Esses, PI, A. Kirova, collaborator) 
   $ 2,513,360.00 
    
2010-14 SSHRC Insight Grant  



 

6 
 

    Title: Collaborative Canadian Landscapes: Research into Immigrant Preschool 
 Teachers’ and Students’ Artistic Sense of Place. (P. Pente, PI A. Kirova, collaborator). 

  $101,193.00 
 

2010  Worldwide University Network (WUN) Research Development Fund.  
    Title: Examining the Relationships between Xeno-racism and Extremism: Integration 

Patterns in Muslim Populations in North America and Europe. (A. Kirova, Co-PI, with A. 
Knight). 

   $ 26,549.50 
   
2009  Prairie Metropolis Centre (PMC)  
  Title: An Immigrant Integration Index: A Cross Domain Research Project. A. Kirova, 

Co-Principal Investigator (with R. Enns, L. Wong, P. Li, and D. Lund, Co-PIs). 
   $ 66,500.00  
 
2008   Alberta Centre for Child, Family and Community Research (ACCFCR)  
   Title: The Role of an Intercultural Early Learning Program for Refugee and Immigrant 

Children on the Development of Their L1 and L2 Skills and Abilities. (A Kirova, PI, J. 
Paradis, Co-PI). 

    $ 39,809.00 
 
  2008  SSHRC  

 Title: Youth alert! Enhancing Policies and Practices for Lifelong Leaning Needs and 
aspirations of immigrant and Refugee Youth in Alberta’s Dynamic Economy. (I. 
Johnston, PI). 

    $ 20,000.00 
 
2008  SSHRC /VPR 4A  
   Title: Alternative Landscapes: Arts-Based Research into Immigrant Preschool Teachers’ 

Sense of Place. (A. Kirova, collaborator; P. Pente, PI). 
                $ 10,000.00 
 

  2007  Community Partnership Enhancement Fund (CPEF) 
Title: Culturally Responsive Early Learning Program: A Partnership Model for Co 
creation with Immigrant Children and Parents. (Multicultural Health Brokers’ 
Cooperative, PI) 

    $ 51,040.00 
 
2006  Canadian Heritage,  

Title: Analysis of the “Post Multiculturalism.” (L. Wong, PI, A. Kirova & J. Garcea, Co-
PIs). 

   $ 25,000.00 
 
2006  Prairie Centre of Excellence in Research in Immigration and Integration (PCERII),  

Title: Analysis of “Post-Multiculturalism” Discourse. (L. Wong, PI, A. Kirova & J. 
Garcea, Co-PIs). 
 

   $ 15,000.00 
 
2006  Faculty of Education SAS Operating Grant,  
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   Title: Modes of Mathematical Reasoning: The Mediating Role of Adults and Peers in a 
Kindergarten Setting. (L. McGarvey, PI). 

   $ 6,000.00 
 
2006  Early Childhood Development Initiative (ECDI) Dissemination Grant  
   Title: Dissemination of Research Findings of “Examining Culturally Appropriate 

Practices in Early Childhood Development Programs” and “Mapping the Life 
Experiences of Refugee and Immigrant Families with Preschool Children”; (C. Caufield, 
PI, A. Kirova & D. Dachyshyn, Co-PIs). 

   $ 7,091.00 
 
2006  HFASSR Operating Grant  
   Title: Modes of Mathematical Reasoning in Young Children: The Mediating Role of 

Adults and Peers in Home and Preschool Settings. (L. McGarvey, PI). 
   $ 5,037.46 
 
2005  PCERII Education Domain Research Grant  
   Title: Development of Intercultural Competence Through Teacher Preparation Programs. 

(A. Kirova, PI). 
   $ 46,429.00 
 
2005  PCERII Research Grant  
  Title: Promoting the Pursuit of Intercultural  
  Competence Among Pre-service Teachers. (W. Dunn, PI, A. Kirova & M. Cooley, Co-

PIs). 
   $ 17,221.00  
 
2004  Canadian Research Institute for Law and the Family Research Grant  
 Title: Examining Culturally Appropriate Assessment Practices in Early Childhood 

Development (ECD) Programs. (L. Ogilvie, PI, A. Kirova, Darcy Fleming & Catherine 
Caufield, Co-PIs). 

   $ 18,110.00 
 
2004  Prairie Centre of Excellence for Research on Immigration and Integration (PCERII) 

Research Grant  
  Title: A Review of Early Childhood Development Assessment Tools for Cultural 

Appropriateness. (L. Ogilvie, PI, A Kirova, Co-PI). 
   $ 1,000.00 
 
2004  Faculty of Education SAS Operating Grant, Title: Sharing Visual Stories: Children’s Use 

of Non-verbal Strategies to Gain Access to Peers in an International School Setting. (M.J. 
Emme, PI, A. Kirova, Co-PI). 

$ 5,000.00 
 
2003  Prairie Centre of Excellence for Research on Immigration and Integration (PCERII) 

Research Grant  
  Title: Focusing on Meaning: Immigrant Children’s Exploration of Non-verbal Interaction 

Strategies with Peers through Creating Photo Novellas. A. Kirova, Principal Investigator 
(A. Kirova, PI, M.J. Emme, Co-PI). 

   $ 33,201.00  
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2001-2002 EFF-Special Capital Equipment Fund. (A. Kirova, PI) 
   $ 9,650.00 
 
2001-2002 HFASSR Operating Grant  
   Title: Immigrant Children’s Peer Acceptance and Learning English as a Second 

Language. A. Kirova, Principal Investigator (A. Kirova, PI, J. Wu, Co-PI). 
   $ 5,180.00 
 
2001-2002 Faculty of Education, SAS Operating Grant 
   Title: Peer Rejection and Loneliness in Young Children of Immigrants: Patterns of Non-

verbal Behaviour and Coping Strategies. (A. Kirova, PI). 
   $ 4,960.00 
 
2001-2002 Faculty of Education, SAS Release Time Grant  
   Title: Loneliness and Depression in Immigrant and Non-immigrant Elementary School 

Children. (A. Kirova, PI). 
 
Oakland University 
 
2000-2001 Oakland University Research Committee Operating Grant  
  Title: A Teacher Training Program Focusing on Children’s Learning of Math and Science 

and Their Subsequent Transfer to Computer in Gender Fair Preschool Classroom.   (A. 
Kirova-Petrova, PI, A. Bhargava, Co-PI). 

 $ 1,000 US 
 
2000-2001 School of Education and Human Services Research Support Committee Operating Grant 

Title: A Prevention of Gender Stereotypes through Best Practices in Math, Science and 
Technology. (A. Bhargava, PI, A Kirova, Co-PI). 

 $ 1,500.00 US 
 
1996 Oakland University Faculty Fellowship  
  Title: Construction of Logical-Mathematical Knowledge in Preschool Children: A Study 

of Program Development and Teaching-Learning Strategies. A. Kirova-Petrova, Principal 
Investigator (A. Kirova-Petrova, PI, A. Bhargava, Co-PI). 
  $ 15,000.00 US 

 
1997 Oakland University Research Committee, Special Project Request  

Title: Michigan Association for Early Childhood Teacher Educators’ State-wide Research 
Project on Assessment (K-4). (S. McNair, PI, A. Bhargava, A., Kirova-Petrova, & R. 
Wiggins, Co-PIs). 

 $ 1,000.00 US 
 
1998 Oakland University Senate Assessment Committee Operating Grant  

Title: The Connection Between Assessment and Instruction: How Effective is the 
Preparation of Oakland University Teachers. (R. Wiggins, Pi, S. McNair, A. Kirova-
Petrova, A., Bhargava, Co-PIs). 

 $ 1,000.00 US 
 
UNIVERSITY TEACHING 
 
University of Alberta 
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Undergraduate Courses 
EDEL 457 Theory and Practice in Early Childhood Education (online) 
EDEL 455 Play as a Teaching and Learning Strategy (online) 
EDEL 355 Program Environments in Early Childhood Education (face-to-face) 
EDEL 456 Integrating Theory and Practice in Early Childhood Education (face-to-face) 
EDEL 457 Theory and Practice in Early Childhood Education (face-to-face) 
EDEL 458 Practical Experience with Curriculum Models in Early Childhood Education (face-to-

face) 
 
Graduate Courses (face-to-face) 
EDEL 595 Play and Pedagogy 
EDEL 555 Home/School/Community Relations  
EDEL 556 Program Development in Early Childhood Education 
EDEL 557 Research in Program Development in Early Childhood Education  
EDSE 601 Doctoral Research Seminar  

 EDEL 567 Introduction to Educational Research  
EDEL 660 Advanced Research in Education 
Oakland University 
 
Undergraduate Courses 
FE 215 Educational Psychology for Elementary Teachers  
 
Graduate Courses 
FE 593  Action Research Techniques in Early Childhood Education: Phase I  
EC 650  Action Research Techniques in Early Childhood Education: Phase II  
FE 509  Family, Child and Learning in Cultural Context  
EC 452  Applied Developmental Principles  
 
 
GRADUATE STUDENT SUPERVISION 
 
Oakland University 
Master’s Students 
 
Completed   Department    Role  
124 Human Development   Project Supervisor 
(8-credit projects) and Child Studies    
 
University of Alberta 
Master’s Students 
  
Completed Department    Role 
39 Elementary Education   Program Advisor 
 
Sana Rashid Educational Psychology  External Examiner 
Mischa Taylor School of Public Health  Supervisory Committee  
Jordan, G. Long Educational Policy   External Examiner 
Sasha Wittes Educational Policy   Examining Committee Member 
 
Doctoral Students   
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Completed 
Nicole Jamison 
Tibetha Kemble 
Janine Tine 
Hongilang Fu 
Miriam Sekandi 
Subilaga Keyo 
Tamara Sorenson 
Neda Asadi 
Viktotiya Ykovlyeva 
Lynne Robertson 
Vera Janjic-Watrich 
Afshan Amjad 
Christine Massing 
Suzanna Wong 
Greg Ogilvie 
Leslie Robinson 
Janelle McFeetors 
Dania Watter 
Rebecca Georgies 
Kathleen Hall 
Patricia Lirette 
Rhonda Nixon 
Patricia Larkin-Lieffers 
Son Truong 
Jaya Nagpal 

 
Department 
Elementary Education 
Educational Policy Studies 
Elementary Education 
Elementary Education 
Secondary Education 
University of Victoria 
Linguistics 
Educational Policy Studies 
Anthropology 
Elementary Education 
Elementary Education 
Elementary Education 
Elementary Education 
Elementary Education 
Secondary Education 
Secondary Education 
Secondary Education 
Educational Policy 
Ed. Psychology 
University of Victoria 
Educational Policy   
Elementary Education 
Library & Information 
Physical Education & Rec. 
Psychology  

 
Role 
Dissertation Supervisor 
Examining Committee Member 
Supervisory Committee Member 
Supervisory Committee Member 
Supervisory Committee Member 
Supervisory Committee Member 
Supervisory Committee Member 
Examining Committee Member 
Examining Committee Member 
Supervisory Committee Member 
Examining Committee Member 
Dissertation Supervisor 
Dissertation Supervisor 
Supervisory Committee Member        
Supervisory Committee Member        
Supervisory Committee Member 
Supervisory Committee Member 
Examining Committee Member 
Supervisory Committee Member 
Examining Committee Member 
Examining Committee Member 
Examining Committee Member 
Supervisory Committee Member 
Supervisory Committee Member 
Examining Committee Member 

Cindi Vaselenak 
Zeenatkhanu Kanji 

Secondary Education 
Faculty of Nursing 

Examining Committee Member 
Supervisory Committee Member 

Khalida Syed 
Brenda Kelly 
Darcey Dachyshyn 

Elementary Education 
Elementary Education 
Elementary Education 

Examining Committee Member 
Supervisory Committee Member 
Dissertation Supervisor 

Farah Nanji Ed. Psychology Examining Committee Member 
Nicole Nosworthy 
Sheron Burns 

Ed. Psychology 
Elementary Education 

Examining Committee Member 
Supervisory Committee Member 

Marie Gervais Secondary Education Examining Committee Member 
Sandra Wilde Secondary Education Supervisory Committee Member 
Kathryn Smith Elementary Education Supervisory Committee Member 
Claire Desrochers Elementary Education Examining Committee Member 
Blaine Hatt Secondary Education Examining Committee Member 
Yeonwook Hwang Elementary Education Supervisory Committee Member 
Mary-Lee Judah Secondary Education Examining Committee Member 
Nicole Green Elementary Education Supervisory Committee Member 
Marion Leithead Elementary Education Examining Committee Member 
Brenda Volodko Elementary Education Supervisory Committee Member 
Andrew Foran Secondary Education Supervisory Committee Member 
Jacqueline Rei Ed. Psychology Examining Committee Member 

Marion Leithead 
Novjyot Brar 

Elementary Education 
Educational Psychology 

Examining Committee Member 
Examining Committee Member 
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Continuing Doctoral Students 
Jing Jin 
Lee Makovichuk 
Yin Yin 
 

Department 
Elementary Education 
Elementary Education 
Secondary Education  
 

Role 
Supervisory Committee Member 
Dissertation Supervisor 
Supervisory Committee Member 
 

 
 
Postdoctoral Fellow Supervision: 
Dr. Rebecca Georgis (Ed. Psychology). With Dr. R. Gokiert (Co-Supervisor)  
 
PROJECTS 
 
International Project: Refugee crisis in Europe, migration and border issues in Canada and Europe 
Funded by: EU’s Erasmus and Jean Monnet Action  
http://www.eucanet.org/dialogue-on-migration/experts/kirova-anna 
 
Creating Welcoming Learning Communities Project: A webinar series, developed to provide 
year-round supports for educators and school administrators to help students with refugee 
experiences be successful in their new learning environments and develop a sense of belonging 
to the community. 
https://welcominglearning.ualberta.ca 
 
 
PUBLICATIONS 
 
Books Edited 
 
Abu-Laban, Y., Reza Hasmath, R., Michael Frishkopf, M., & Kirova, A. (Eds) (2024). Resisting the 

Dehumanization of Refugees:  A Transdisciplinary Perspective. Athabasca, AB:  Athabasca 
University Press.  

 
Emme, M. & Kirova, A. (Eds.). (2017). Good Questions: Arts-based Approaches to Collaborative 

Research with Children and Youth. Thunder Bay, ON:  National Art Education Association. 

Available on: 
Amazon: 
https://www.amazon.ca/Good-Question-Arts-based-Approaches-Collaborative-
ebook/dp/B075LWSQRR/ref=sr_1_fkmr0_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1505531466&sr=1-1-
fkmr0&keywords=michael+j+emme 
  
Apple: 
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/book/good-question/id1283458852?mt=11 

 
 Adams, L., & Kirova, A. (Eds.). (2007). Global migration and education: Schools, children and families. 

Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum.  
 
 
 
Books Authored 
 

http://www.eucanet.org/dialogue-on-migration/experts/kirova-anna
https://welcominglearning.ualberta.ca/
https://www.amazon.ca/Good-Question-Arts-based-Approaches-Collaborative-ebook/dp/B075LWSQRR/ref=sr_1_fkmr0_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1505531466&sr=1-1-fkmr0&keywords=michael+j+emme
https://www.amazon.ca/Good-Question-Arts-based-Approaches-Collaborative-ebook/dp/B075LWSQRR/ref=sr_1_fkmr0_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1505531466&sr=1-1-fkmr0&keywords=michael+j+emme
https://www.amazon.ca/Good-Question-Arts-based-Approaches-Collaborative-ebook/dp/B075LWSQRR/ref=sr_1_fkmr0_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1505531466&sr=1-1-fkmr0&keywords=michael+j+emme
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/book/good-question/id1283458852?mt=11
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Kirova, A., Prochner, L., & Massing, C. (2020) Learning to teach young children: Theoretical 
 Perspectives and implications for practice. London: UK: Bloomsbury. 
 https://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/learning-to-teach-young-children-9781350037786/ 
 
Prochner, L., Cleghorn, A., Kirova, A., & Massing, C. (2018). La formación de docentes en contextos 
 diversos: crear espacios para la intersección de visiones del mundo. Cali: Universidad del Valle 
 Press. 
 
Prochner, L., Cleghorn, A., Kirova, A., & Massing, C. (2016). Teacher education in diverse settings:  
 Making space for intersecting worldviews. Rotterdam, The Netherlands: Sense Publishers.  
 
Guest Editor of Special Issues   
 
Kirova, A. (2019). Journal of Contemporary Issues in Education, Syrian Refugees’ Encounters with 
 the Canadian Education System Theme Issue, 14(1). 
 https://journals.library.ualberta.ca/jcie/index.php/JCIE/issue/view/1943 

 
Kirova, A. & Thorlakson, L. (Winter 2015). Alberta Journal of Educational Research, Inclusion and 

Education Rights of Roma Children Theme Issue, 61(4). 
 
Garcea, J., Kirova, A., & Wong, L. (2008). Canadian Ethnic Studies Special Issue: Multiculturalism 

Discourses in Canada, 40(1). 
 
Chapters in Books 
Kirova, A. (in press). The Indispensability of Difference: Pedagogical Responsiveness to  

(Im)Migrant Students’ Foreignness. In W. Kalisha, T. Szkudlarek (eds.), Educating the Next 
Generation, Contemporary Philosophies and Theories in Education 21. Springer Nature. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-97-8991-7_4 

 
Jamison, N. M. & Kirova, A. (2024). Navigating cultural differences: A young newcomer child’s 

expressions of individual and social subjectivities within play and personal art-making activities. 
In R. M. Holmes & J. L. Roopnarine (Eds.), Culture, schooling, and children’s learning 
experiences. Oxford University Press. 

 
Amjad, A., Ellis, J., & Kirova, A. (2024). Interpretive Inquiry into Muslim Students' Elementary School 

Experiences in Canada. In J. McClinton & A., E., Hernandez (Eds.) Qualitative Research for 
Diverse and Underserved Communities (pp.191-203). Charlotte, NC: Information Age 
Publishing (IAP). 

 
Kirova, A. (2024). (Not) Meeting the Needs of Refugee Students: Towards a Framework for 

Humanization of Education. In Y. Abu-Laban, R. Hasmath, M. Frishkopfand A. Kirova (Eds.) 
Ethics, Rights, Culture and the Humanization of Refugees:A Transdisciplinary Perspective. 
Athabasca, AB:  Athabasca University Press.  

 
Lambrev, V., Kirova, A. (2022). Emerging teacher leadership: Taking social responsibility for Roma 

students’ inclusion during the COVID-19 pandemic. In Handbook of Research on Preparing 
Early Childhood Teachers for Managing Emergencies (pp.132-151). IGI Global eEditorial 
Discovery.   DOI: 10.4018/978-1-7998-7020-3.ch010 

 
Burgess-Pinto, E., Kirova, A., Dastjerdi, M., & Chiu, Y. (2020). Best practices in early childhood 
 development programs in newcomer populations. In A. R. Vallman, E.T. Anderson, and J.  

https://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/learning-to-teach-young-children-9781350037786/
https://journals.library.ualberta.ca/jcie/index.php/JCIE/issue/view/1943
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-97-8991-7_4
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McFarlane (Eds.) Canadian community as partner: Theory & multidisciplinary practice (5th 
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 children. University of Alberta “Reflection on Migration and the Refugee Crisis: available online: 
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 https://www.brandonu.ca/rdi/files/2015/02/Fort-Saskatchewan-AB-Community-report.pdf 
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Conference: Finding Home in the World: Migration, Indigeneity, and Citizenship, Toronto, 
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 childhood teacher education (ECTE): A Matter of quality. Paper accepted for presentation at 
 the European Early Childhood Education Research Association (EECERA), Greet, Greece. 
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Kirova, A., Mejia, T. (May 2018). RAISED between Cultures. Presentation at the MacEwan University 
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Massing, C., Kirova, A., & Prochner, L. (April, 2018) Representations of diversity in Canadian 
 curriculum frameworks. Presentation at the Conference organized by the Canadian Association 
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Kirova, A., & Chui, Y. (Nov. 18, 2017). Facilitating Change Towards Intercultural Early Learning 
 Practice: RAISED Between Two Cultures Model. Presentation at the ARCQE 8th National 
 Child  Day Conference: Practicing an Ethos of Caring. Edmonton, AB. 
 
Kirova, A., Yohani, S., Georgis, R., Gokiert, R.,Mejia, T., Chui, Y., Chow-Horn, W., & Tahir, S 
 (November, 16, 2017). Cultural brokering with Syrian Refugee Families with Young Children: 
 An Exploration of Challenges and Best Practices in Psychosocial Adaptation. Poster 
 presentation at Equity, Diversity and Inclusion Symposium, Department of Pediatrics, 
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Georgis, R., Brosinsky, L., Mejia, T., Kirova, A., & Gokiert, R. (May 2017). Innovative resources for  
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 May). Cultural brokering with Syrian refugee families with young children: An exploration of 
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young immigrant and refugee children’s sense of belonging. 7th National Day of the Child 
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 Integration Summit, Edmonton, AB. 
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 and Immigrant Children on the Development of their L1 and L2 Skills and Abilities. Poster 
 presented at the Alberta Centre for Child, Family and Community Research (ACCFCR) 10th 
 Anniversary Research Showcase, Edmonton, AB. 
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Kirova, A., Enns, R., & Connolly, D. (Jan. 27, 2011). Can Bridging and Bonding Variables in the 

 Ethnic  Diversity Survey Measure Integration Outcomes? Presentation at the Prairie Metropolis 
Centre  (PMC) Research Symposium, University of Alberta, Edmonton, Canada. 
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the Development of Their Home Language (L1) and English Language (L2) Abilities. 



 

42 
 

Presentation at the Prairie Metropolis Centre’s (PMC) Annual Research Symposium. Edmonton, 
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Kirova, A. (Jan. 2009). Family, children and youth domain: The mapping project. Prairie Metropolis 

Centre (PMC). Paper presented at the PMC Annual Research Symposium, Edmonton, AB. 
 
Kirova, A. (Nov. 2008). Learning to Listen to Children’s Visual Stories. Paper presented at the Early 

Childhood Education Council Conference, Edmonton, AB. 
 
Emme, M., & Kirova, A. (May 2008). Pluralistic curriculum as co-created arts-based research with 

immigrant children. Paper presented at Pluralism: Honouring the work of F. Graeme Chalmers, 
University of British Columbia, Vancouver, BC. 

 
Kirova, A., & Ogilvie, L. (April 2008). Prairie Metropolis Centre updates: Federal priority questions 

concerning immigrant health. Paper presented at the Ethno-Cultural Diversity in Health and 
Social Care Symposium. University of Alberta, Faculty of Nursing, Edmonton, AB. 

 
Kirova, A. (February 2008). Family, children and youth domain: New directions for phase three of 

Metropolis. Prairie Metropolis Centre (PMC). Paper presented at the PMC Annual Research 
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Kirova, A. (February 2008). Visual stories of exclusion and acceptance: Fotonovela as a tool for creating 

a sense of belonging to the school community. Paper presented at the South East Alberta Teacher 
Association. Medicine Hat, AB. 

 
Kirova, A. (December 2007). Using photography with ESL students: Telling stories without words. Paper 

presented at the invitational seminar Correlates of ESL student success Alberta Education, 
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Kirova, A. (November 2007). Prairie Metropolis Centre updates: Changes and challenges in the third 

phase. Presentation at the Citizenship and Immigration Canada: Regional Prairies and Northern 
Territories Learning Group Retreat, Canmore, AB 

 
Kirova, A., Dunn, B., & Colley, M. (March 2007). Promoting the pursuit of intercultural competence 

among pre-service teachers. Paper presented at the Prairie Centre Brown Bag Seminar Series, 
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Presentation at the International Institute for Qualitative Methodology Fall Seminar Series on 
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competence among pre-service teachers. Paper presented at the Cross-Cultural/Anti-Racism 
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Kirova, A. & Emme, M. (October 2005). Visual approaches to constructing meaning about non-verbal 
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peer interactions in a culturally rich elementary education context. Paper presented at the 
Department of Psychology, Centre for Research in Child Development Lifespan Developmental 
Lunch Series. University of Alberta, Edmonton, AB. 

 
Kirova, A., & Emme, M. (October 2005). Focusing on meaning: Immigrant children’s exploration of 

non-verbal interaction strategies with peers through creating photo novellas: Part II. Paper 
presented at the Prairie Centre Brown Bag Seminar Series, Edmonton, AB. 

 
Kirova, A., & Emme, M. (September 2004). Focusing on meaning: Immigrant children’s exploration of 

non-verbal interaction strategies with peers through creating photo novellas: Part I. Presentation 
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of the Alberta Teacher Association, Edmonton, AB. 

 
Kirova, A. (May 2002). Loneliness in immigrant children: How can teachers help? Child Care 
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Kirova-Petrova, A., Bhargava, A., & Palmer, L. (April 2000). Developing fundamental pre-mathematical 
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independent learning. Paper presented at the Michigan Council of Teachers of Mathematics 
(MCTM) 49th Annual Conference, Lansing, MI. 

 
Bhargava, A., Foote, C., & Kirova-Petrova, A. (November 1997). The teachers’ mediating role in the 
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their impact on their play. Paper presented at the National Conference, 35 Years of Public 
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Kirova, A.  (Dec. 8, 2019). RAISED between Cultures. Presentation at the Edmonton Family Day Home 
 Agency Edmonton Professional Development day, Edmonton, AB. 
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belong, learning to understand: Using visual stories to share school experiences among students 
from diverse cultural backgrounds, Sofia. 
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Kirova, A. (May, 2003). Invited speaker: The need to belong: Children of diversity and their teachers. 
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Kirova, A., & Rosenquest, B. (July 1999). Applied research in the classroom. One-week seminar for 
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Kirova, A. (May 1998). Mediated role of teachers in early learning of logic and mathematics. Detroit 
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2007-2012 Prairie Metropolis Centre of Excellence in Research on Immigration, Integration, 

and Diversity (PMC): Children, Family and Youth Research Domain Leader 
 
2007-2008 Prairie Metropolis Centre of Excellence in Research on Immigration, Integration, 

and Diversity (PMC): member, Data Committee 
 
2007-2008 Prairie Metropolis Centre of Excellence in Research on Immigration, Integration, 

and Diversity (PMC): member, Domain Research Committee 
 
2007-2008 Prairie Metropolis Centre of Excellence in Research on Immigration, Integration, 

and Diversity (PMC): member, Adjudication Committee 
 
2007-2008 Prairie Metropolis Centre of Excellence in Research on Immigration, Integration, 
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and Diversity (PMC): acting Co-Director 
 
2004-2007 Prairie Centre of Excellence in Research in Immigration and Integration 

(PCERII): Education Research Domain Leader 
 
2004 Reviewer of research proposals for CACS for Canadian Society for the Study of 

Education (CSSE) 
 
2003 Moderator, Issues in Education (part II), 6th National Metropolis Conference, 

Edmonton, AB 
 
2002 Chair, Canadian Society for the Study of Education (CSSE) Symposium: 

Aboriginal Early Childhood Settings and Aboriginal Teacher Candidates, 
Toronto, ON 

 
2001-2012 Research Affiliate of the Prairie Centre of Excellence for Research on 

Immigration and Integration  
 
EDITORSHIP 
 
Editor 
 
2018- Editor, Alberta Journal of Educational Research 
 
2015 Guest Associate Editor (with L. Thorlakson) of Alberta Journal of Educational 

Research Special Issue: Policy, Inclusion and Education Rights of Roma 
Children. 

 
2007- 2014 Editor, Early Childhood Education. 
 
2008 Guest Associate Editor (with J. Garcea and L. Wong) of Canadian Ethnic 

Studies, Special Issue: Multiculturalism Discourses. 
 
2006-2007 Co-Editor with Larry Prochner, Early Childhood Education. 
 
Membership on Editorial Boards 
 
2016-   Member, Editorial Board Sodobna pedagogika (Journal of Contemporary  
    Educational Studies, Slovenia) 
2006- Member, Editorial Board, Early Childhood Research and Practice (ECRP) 
2006- Member, Editorial Board, Phenomenology and Practice (P &P) 
2006- Member, Editorial Board, Diaspora, Indigenous, And Minority Education: An 

International Journal (DIME) 
 
Manuscript Reviewer for Scholarly Journals 
 
2001 -present Early Years: an international research journal 
 Journal of Childhood Studies 
 Canadian Children 
 Contemporary Issues in Early Childhood (CIEC)  
 Family Relationships and Society: An International Journal of Research and 
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Debate 
 TESL Canada Journal  
  British Journal of Canadian Studies  
  Early Childhood Research and Practice (ECRP)  
 Childhood 
 Canadian Ethnic Studies  
 Diaspora, Indigenous, And Minority Education: An International Journal 

(DIME)  
 Reading and Writing  
 Childhood: A global journal of child research 
 Phenomenology and Practice (P&P) 
 Canadian Journal of Education (CJE) 
 Alberta Journal of Educational Research (AJER) 

 Early Childhood Education 
Canadian Modern Language Review 

 Journal of Youth Studies 
 
UNIVERSITY SERVICE 
 
University of Alberta 
 
2015-2017 Member, Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research (FGSR) Scholarship 

Committee 
2012-2014 Member, Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research (FGSR) Scholarship 

Committee 
2011-2014 Member, Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research Council 
2005- 2010 Member, Association for Academic Staff (AAS): UA Council 
2006-2009 Faculty of Education representative, Faculty of Extension  
 
 
Department of Elementary Education 
 
2018-  Member, Graduate Coordinating Committee 
2011- 2014 Chair, Graduate Coordinating Committee 
2011-2012 Member Ad Hoc Committee to review the Department of Elementary 

Education website  
2011- 2014 Chair’s Advisory Committee 
2009-2011 Member, Graduate Coordinating Committee 
2009- present Early Childhood Subject Area Coordinator 
2009- present Budget Coordinator, Early Childhood Education 
2006- 2008 Early Childhood Subject Area Coordinator 
2006-2008 Budget Coordinator, Early Childhood Education  
2006-2008 Member, Graduate Coordinating Committee 
2002-2004 Early Childhood Subject Area Coordinator 
2002-2004 Member, Graduate Coordinating Committee 
2001-2004 Member, Undergraduate Coordinating Committee  
2001-2004 Budget Coordinator, Department of Elementary Education, Early Childhood 

Education 
 
Faculty of Education 
2021- Member, Faculty of Education, Graduate Academic Advisory Committee 
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2011-2014 Member, Faculty of Education, Graduate Academic Advisory Committee 
2010-2011 Member, Faculty of Education Recruitment Committee 
2009- 2011 Member, Diversity, Equity and Respect Committee 
2009- 2011 Member, Faculty Evaluation Committee 
2008-2009 Member, Master of Educational Studies (MES) Steering Committee. 
2006-2008 Member, Dean’s Advisory Selection Committee 
2002-2004 Member, Dean’s Advisory Selection Committee 
2001-2003 Member, Faculty of Education Academic Appeal Committee 
 
SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY  
Canada 
 
Non-profit organization 
 
2017-  Member, Board of Director, Prevention of Violence (PoV) 
 
2015-  Member, Coalition of Social Inclusion (COSI) 
 
2015-  Member, Advisory Committee “Community Safety”, Intercultural Child and Family  
  Centre, Edmonton, AB 
 
2014-2015 Member, Board of Directors, Intercultural Child and Family Centre, Edmonton, AB 
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  Being 
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Students and Families, Family Strengthening and Support Program subcommittee 
 
2008- 2009 Vice Chair, Board of Directors, Edmonton Mennonite Centre for Newcomers (EMCN) 
 
2008- 2009 Member, Executive Committee, Edmonton Mennonite Centre for Newcomers   
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2006- 2010 Member, Board of Directors, Edmonton Mennonite Centre for Newcomers (EMCN) 
 
2006- 2008 Member, Ad Hoc Committee on Strategic Planning, Edmonton Mennonite Centre for 

Newcomers (EMCN) 
 
2006-  Member, Financial Committee, Edmonton Mennonite Centre for Newcomers (EMCN) 
 
MEDIA INTERVIEWS 
Canada 
 
Shultz, L., & Kirova, A. (Sept. 12, 2018). Interview for illuminate about the National Youth Dialogue 
sparks community-based research on reconciliation published on November 6, 2018: 
https://illuminate.ualberta.ca/content/national-youth-dialogue-sparks-community-based-research-

https://illuminate.ualberta.ca/content/national-youth-dialogue-sparks-community-based-research-reconciliation
https://illuminate.ualberta.ca/content/national-youth-dialogue-sparks-community-based-research-reconciliation
https://illuminate.ualberta.ca/content/national-youth-dialogue-sparks-community-based-research-reconciliation
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Kirova, A. (August 15, 2017). Interview for Global News regarding the importance of 
preschool: http://globalnews.ca/video/3672892/do-kids-need-preschool-early-childhood-education-
professor-weighs-in 
 
Kirova, A. (March 22, 2017). Interview for a U of A press release regarding the new certificate program 
(published on March 22, 2017) https://www.ualberta.ca/news-and-events/newsarticles/2017/march/new-
certificate-program-boosts-early-childhood-education-skills 
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