
Curriculum Vitae – Hanna Usatenko, PhD 

Contacts: hanna.usatenko@gmail.com, cell and WhatsApp: (368) 399-4089, Edmonton, AB
Citizenship: Ukraine. Open work permit
Media: LinkedIn, ResearchGate  ,   Google Scholar  , ORCID:   0000-0003-2201-0640  
SUMMARY

Researcher with an MS and a PhD in Psychology and 10 years of clinical experience, psychotherapy and 
counselling. Skilled in teaching and knowledge dissemination on mental health, psychology and disability 
inclusion, coordinating international educational projects with multiple stakeholders, and leading health initiatives. 
Proficient in statistical analysis of mental health data, knowledge mobilization, implementation science, grant 
writing and lecturing across academic, health, and community settings.

EDUCATION

2019 – 2024 PhD (Psychology), the Institute of Social and Political Psychology of the National Academy of 
Educational Sciences of Ukraine (Kyiv, Ukraine, WES recognized in Canada)

2002 – 2007 Master of Science (Educational Psychology), Bachelor of Science (Social Pedagogy)
Nizhyn State University of Mykola Hohol (Ukraine). Research on professional motivation

1999 – 2001 Diploma, Nursing in Mental Health, Chernihiv Medical School (Ukraine)

COURSES

2026 – 2027 Graduate Teaching and Learning Program, UAlberta (in progress)
2026 Amazon Web Services Health Science Research Skilling Accelerator, UAlberta (Canada)
2026 Research Project Management, certificate (Canada)
2025 CIFAR Winter School of Neuroscience, certificate (Canada)
2025 Research Ethics Course, compliance with the Tri-Council Policy Statement (TCPS 2), certificate
2024 Research Meets Policy Course, Simon Fraser University, certificate
TEACHING, MENTORSHIP AND KNOWLEDGE DISSEMINATION

2026 Usatenko, H., Malyi-Prasol, R., Ranahan, P., Vu, A.-T., Smith, A., & Moretti, M. (2026). 
Supporting parents in war and displacement: A pilot study of the Connect program adaptation for 
Ukrainian migrant parents in Canada [Conference presentation]. International Attachment 
Conference 2026. doi.org/10.13140/RG.2.2.18415.60326

2025 Mentorship of undergraduate and graduate students, advanced statistics in psychology, SFU
2024 Developer, Trainer of the Disability Inclusion course for 1500 health and social workers, Ukraine
2023 Usatenko, H. (2023). The role of women in fostering equitable access to Assistive Technology: key 

considerations in the context of service development, creative problem-solving, research and 
innovation [Conference presentation]. 17th International Conference of the AAATE

2022, 2024 Guest lecturer, Special Education Course, Skovoroda National University, Kharkiv, Ukraine
2022 Teaching Assistant, Lecturer. Psychology, Social Psychology courses. Kyiv-Mohyla Academy
2021 Chaika, M., Kryvonogova, O., & Usatenko, H. (2021). The theory and practice of augmentative 

and alternative communication in education of children with disabilities. Manual. DyvoGra.

EMPLOYMENT

2025 – pres. Postdoctoral Fellow, Computational Psychiatry Lab  ,   University of Alberta  

https://sites.google.com/ualberta.ca/computational-psychiatry-lab/
mailto:hanna.usatenko@gmail.com
https://doi.org/10.13140/RG.2.2.18415.60326
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2201-0640
https://scholar.google.com/citations?hl=uk&user=DrmXo9UAAAAJ&view_op=list_works&sortby=pubdate
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Hanna-Usatenko
https://www.linkedin.com/in/hannausatenko/


Analysis of Canadian longitudinal health data using machine learning. Research on aging, outcome 
prediction, and preparation of scientific manuscripts. 

2025 – 2026 Research Associate, Postdoctoral Fellow, Adolescent Health Lab  ,   Simon Fraser University  
Coordination of an international research implementation project. Research evaluation and analysis 
of program outcomes. Qualitative and quantitative research on parent–child attachment. 
Contribution to grant writing and reporting to the Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR) 
and Public Health Agency of Canada (PHAC). Research ethics applications. Mentorship.

2023 – 2024 Disability Inclusion Consultant, UNICEF (Ukraine)
UN Disability Inclusion Strategy implementation. Gap identification in inclusion at the 
national level. Training for 1,500 professionals and capacity building for communities, research 
and non-profit organizations. Knowledge dissemination events, coordination of working groups. 

2022 – 2023 Senior Community Accountability Officer, International NGO Mercy Corps (Ukraine)
Process analysis, maintaining professional relationships with 10+ stakeholder organizations, 
coordinating cooperation with humanitarian aid partners. Service quality monitoring, training on 
accountability implementation for national non-profit organizations.

2018 – 2022 Co-founder, Partnerships, AAC Community in Ukraine, NGO, aac.org.ua
Knowledge mobilization, policy writing on assistive technology. Adaptation of international 
practice, 30+ training events for professionals on augmentative and alternative communication 
(AAC). Research impact evaluation. Implementation studies and knowledge dissemination.

2015 – 2026 Research Lead, CEO, DyvoGra Social Enterprise (Ukraine) dyvogra.com
Research on assistive technology (AT) for communication and parent-child attachment.
Project management and leadership in international collaborative projects on AT 
implementation research. Fundraising and grant writing. Management of an 8-person team.

2013 – 2023 Therapist, trainer. Private practice, psycheya.info (Ukraine)
Leadership in the national project of intervention standards in bullying prevention. 
Interruption for two maternity leaves in 2009 – 2013

2008 – 2009 Training and Development Specialist, EFG Group Universal Bank (Greece, Ukraine).
Coaching and mentorship. Training effectiveness evaluation and learning data analysis.

2005 – 2009 Behavioral Psychologist, SAVSERVICE Trading Company (Ukraine) Training and adaptation.
2001 – 2005 Nurse, Mental Health Hospital, Inpatient Unit (Ukraine) Clinical research on anxiety.

PEER REVIEW ACTIVITIES

2026 Journal of Child & Adolescent Trauma, Springer Nature
2024, 2026 Conference abstract reviewer, AAATE Conference Review Committees. aaate.eu
SERVICE ACTIVITIES

2026 – pres. Research Team Volunteer, Baby Bliss Bot Project (the digital AAC solution), The Inclusive 
Design Research Centre, OCAD University (Toronto), User Experience Research

2025 – 2026 von Tetzchner, S., Martinsen, H., & Stadskleiv, K. (2026). Augmentative and alternative 
communication for children, adolescents and adults with developmental disabilities (H. 
Usatenko, Translator). DyvoGra Publishing. [Ukrainian edition].

2025  Contribution to the Road Map for Access to Assistive Technology (World Health Organization)
2023 – pres. National Contact Person, Association for the Advancement of Assistive Technology in Europe 

Community building, implementation of European research and practice on health and assistive 
technology (AT) in Ukraine. Consultancy on integration of AT into service provision.

2014 – 2015 Partnerships coordinator, Ukrainian   Association of Specialists in Overcoming Traumatic Events   

https://ocadu.ca/
https://idrc.ocadu.ca/
https://idrc.ocadu.ca/
https://www.adolescenthealth.ca/
http://aaate.eu/
https://estss.org/ukrainian-association-specialists-overcoming-psychological-traumatic-events-uasopte-accepted-member-society-estss-board-meeting-december-13th/
http://aaate.net/
https://floeproject.org/projects/baby-bliss-bot/
http://www.psycheya.info/psychotherapy-in-english-kyiv/
https://www.dyvogra.com/who-we-are/
https://www.aac.org.ua/aac-in-ukraine/


Capacity building and training for professionals of the Ministry of Social Policy of Ukraine. 
Serving as a focal point for training on assistance to affected populations. 

AWARDS AND FUNDING

2023 – 2024 Funder: Ukrainian Social Venture Fund
Title: Knowledge mobilization on augmentative and alternative communication
Role: Principal Investigator, Mentor Amount: EUR 8,000

2023 Funder: Norwegian chapter of the International Society of AAC (ISAAC Norway)
Title: Implementation of the augmentative and alternative communication in Ukraine
Role: Principal Investigator, Project Lead Amount: EUR 1,500

2022 Funder: The University of Oslo (Norway)
Title: Adaptation of the manual in augmentative and alternative communication
Role: Principal Investigator, Project Lead Amount: EUR 2,000

2021 – 2022 Funder: The House of Europe (Research Grant) 
Title: Exploring the impact of AAC on motivation and parent-child interaction.
Role: Principal Investigator, Project Lead Amount: EUR 2,000

2021 Grand Prix of the National Award “The Heroes of Small Business”, initiated by the Ministry of 
Digital Transformation of Ukraine, together with KPMG for the Social Impact of DyvoGra 
solutions for augmentative and alternative communication. Role: Project Lead

2020 Finalist of the Partnership for Sustainability Award by the United Nations Global Compact for 
the Project of social partnership and digital inclusion in Ukraine. Role: Project Manager

SELECTED PEER-REVIEWED PUBLICATIONS

1. Usatenko, H. (2024). Adaptation and validation of the Family Impact of Assistive Technology Scale for 
Augmentative and Alternative Communication, The Short Form FIATS-AAC 38. Scientific Notes of the  
University KROK, 3(75), 246–253. doi.org/10.31732/2663-2209-2024-75-246-253 

2. Usatenko, H. (2024). Influence of alternative and augmentative communication on conflict and closeness in 
child-parent relationships. Věda a Perspektivy, 9(40). doi.org/10.52058/2695-1592-2024-9(40)-242-253 

3. Chaika, M., & Usatenko, H. (2022). The use of symbolic images as a means of alternative and augmentative 
communication in children with severe speech disorders. Problems of Political Psychology, 26. [In 
Ukrainian]. doi.org/10.33120/popp-vol26-year2022-114 

4. Usatenko, H. (2021). Practical aspects of creating symbols of alternative and additional communication for 
the restoration of communication skills in people with aphasia. Naukovi Studii Iz Socialnoi Ta Politichnoi  
Psihologii, 47(50), 190–200. [In Ukrainian]. doi.org/10.33120/ssj.vi47(50).222 

MANUSCRIPTS IN SUBMISSION (October 2026)
1. Journal of Child & Adolescent Trauma (Springer), Special Issue “War, Armed Conflict, and Political 

Violence: Impact on Children and the Parent-Child Relationship.” Usatenko, H., Malyi-Prasol, R., Vu, 
A.- T., Ranahan, P., Kochubeinyk, O., Mainland, J., & Moretti, M. Cultural Adaptation of the Attachment-
Focused Connect Parenting Program for Ukrainian Families Affected by War and Displacement. 

2. Age and Ageing (Oxford University Press). Usatenko, H., Chen, J., Stroulia, E., Greenshaw, A., Sui, J., Liu, 
Y. S., & Cao, B. Individualized Handgrip Strength Retention Trajectories in Males and Females: Evidence 
from the Canadian Longitudinal Study on Aging (CLSA). 

MEMBERSHIP
2022 – pres. Association for the Advancement of Assistive Technology in Europe (Austria)
2023 – pres. European Association of Service Providers for Persons with Disabilities (Belgium)
2021 – pres. European Society for Traumatic Stress Studies (Netherlands) 
2019 – pres. International Centre for Excellence in Emotionally Focused Therapy (Canada) 
TECHNICAL KNOWLEDGE AND LANGUAGES
MS Office, R, Python, Mplus, NVivo, Amazon Web Services for research data, data management tools and 
repositories. English – full professional proficiency, French – working proficiency.
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