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Employment 

Professor July 2022 – present 
 Department of Economics, University of Alberta 

Associate Professor July 2016 – June 2022  
 Department of Economics, University of Alberta 

Assistant Professor July 2012 – June 2016  
 Department of Economics, University of Alberta 

Instructor September 2010 – June 2012 
 Department of Economics, Emory University  

Visiting Scholar  February 2010 – July 2010 
 Department of Economics, Emory University 

Senior Consultant  October 2006 – February 2010 
 Bates White, LLC, an economic consulting company 

Assistant Professor June 2004 – August 2006 
 Department of Economics, Finance and Legal Studies, 
 University of Alabama 
 
Education 

Indiana University, Bloomington Ph.D., Economics May 2004 

Indiana University, Bloomington M.A., Economics April 2001  

Renmin University of China B.A., Finance July 1997  
 
Research interests 

Public economics, economics of education, industrial organization, energy economics 
 
Articles  

Peer-reviewed journal publications 

1. “When Social Assistance Meets Market Power: A Mixed Duopoly View of Health 
Insurance in the U.S.,” with Ashantha Ranasinghe, Economic Inquiry, 61(4), 851-
869, 2023. 
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2. “Valuing Elementary Schools: Evidence from Public School Acquisitions in Beijing,” 
with Huayi Yu, Scandinavian Journal of Economics, 124(4), 1117-1141, 2022. 

3. “The Impact of Schooling Intensity on Student Learning: Evidence from a Quasi-
Experiment,’’ with Vincenzo Andrietti, Education Finance and Policy, 14(4), 679-
701, 2019. 

4. “College Curriculum, Diverging Selectivity, and Enrollment Expansion,” with 
Michael Kaganovich, Economic Theory, 67(4), 1019-1050, 2019.   

5. “Price-Quality Competition in a Mixed Duopoly,” with Tilman Klumpp, Journal of 
Public Economic Theory, 21(3), 400-432, 2019. 

6. “Education Curriculum and Student Achievement: Theory and Evidence,” with 
Vincenzo Andrietti, Education Economics, 27(1), 4-19, 2019 (lead article). 

7. “An Equilibrium Selection Theory of Monopolization,” with Andrew Eckert and 
Tilman Klumpp, Southern Economic Journal, 83(4), 1012-1037, 2017. 

8. “Strategic Investment under Open Access: Theory and Evidence,” with Tilman 
Klumpp, Journal of Industrial Economics, 63(3), 495-521, 2015.  

9. “Have Customers Benefited from Electricity Retail Competition?” Journal of 
Regulatory Economics, 47(2), 146-182, 2015. 

10. “A Theory of Perceived Discrimination,” with Tilman Klumpp, Economic Theory, 
53(1), 158-180, 2013. 

11. “Second-Order Statistical Discrimination,” with Tilman Klumpp, Journal of Public 
Economics, 97(1), 108-116, 2013. 

12. “Open Access and Dynamic Efficiency,” with Tilman Klumpp, American Economic 
Journal: Microeconomics, 2(2), 64-96, 2010. 

13. “Design of an Economically Efficient Feed-in Tariff Structure for Renewable Energy 
Development,” with Jonathan A. Lesser, Energy Policy, 36(3), 981-990, 2008. 

14. “Rational Terrorists and Optimal Network Structure,” with Walter Enders, Journal of 
Conflict Resolution, 51(1), 33-57, 2007. 

15. “Endogenous Determination of Public Budget Allocation across Education Stages,” 
Journal of Development Economics, 81(2), 438-456, 2006. 

16. “The Allocation of Public Funds in a Hierarchical Educational System,” Journal of 
Economic Dynamics and Control, 28(12), 2485-2510, 2004. 

 
Book chapters 

17. “Competition in Higher Education,” with Michael Kaganovich and Sinan Sarpca, in 
Handbook of the Economics of Education, edited by Brian McCall, Routledge 
Publishing,  2021. 

18. “Rational Terrorists and Optimal Network Structure,” with Walter Enders, Journal of 
Conflict Resolution, 51(1), 33-57, 2007. Selected as a chapter in The Economics of 
Terrorism, edited by Walter Enders, Edward Elgar Publishing, 2016. 
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Working papers 

19. “Stockpiling and Shortages,” with Tilman Klumpp, revise and resubmit, International 
Economic Review. 

20. “Grade Compensating Differentials in the Competition between College Majors,” 
with Michael Kaganovich. 

21. “Information Treatment, Belief Update, and Health Behavior: Evidence from China,” 
with Xiaoyan Lei and Guangxiang Song. 

22. “Consumer Beliefs and Product Safety Innovations,” with Tilman Klumpp. 
 
Conferences and seminars in the past ten years 

Western Economic Association International Conference, San Diego, July 2023. 

Canadian Economic Association Conference, Winnipeg, June 2023. 

Resource Economics and Environmental Sociology, University of Alberta, October 2019. 

National School of Development, Peking University, Beijing, China, September 2018. 

Research Institute of Economics and Management, Southwestern University of Finance 
and Economics, Chengdu, China, September 2018. 

Western Economic Association International Conference, Vancouver, June 2018. 

Canadian Economic Association Conference, McGill University, May 2018.  

Canadian Economic Association Conference, University of Ottawa, June 2016. 

Association for Public Economic Theory Conference, University of Luxembourg, 
Luxembourg, July 2015. 

Canadian Economic Association Conference, Ryerson University, May 2015. 

International Institute of Public Finance Annual Congress, Università della Svizzera 
Italiana, Lugano, Switzerland, August 2014. 

Canadian Economic Association Conference, Simon Fraser University, June 2014. 

Restructured Electricity Markets Conference, Van Horne Institute, University of Calgary, 
May 2014. 

Canadian Law and Economic Association Annual Meeting, University of Toronto, 
September 2013. 
 
Grants 

2018 Support for the Advancement of Scholarship (SAS) travel grant, Faculty of Arts, 
University of Alberta, $1,800. 

2016 SSHRC Application Grant, University of Alberta, $1,500.  

2016 Support for the Advancement of Scholarship (SAS) travel grant, Faculty of Arts, 
University of Alberta, $1,900.  

2015 SSHRC Application Grant, University of Alberta, $1,500.  
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2014 Van Horne Institute research grant, $20,000. 

2013 Capital Equipment Recruitment Fund - Special, University of Alberta, $5,000.  

2013 SSHRC Application Grant, University of Alberta, $1,500. 

 
Teaching 

University of Alberta 

Undergraduate courses: ECON 386 Applications of Mathematics to Economics I, 
ECON 350 The Economics of Public Expenditure, ECON 366 Energy Economics 

 Graduate course: ECON 550 Public Expenditure 

Emory University 

Undergraduate courses: Intermediate Macroeconomics, Introductory Statistics for 
business and economics  

University of Alabama 

Undergraduate courses: Intermediate macroeconomics, Intermediate 
Microeconomics 

  Graduate course: Macroeconomic Theory I 

Indiana University 

Undergraduate courses: Intermediate Microeconomics, Introductory 
Macroeconomics, Introductory Microeconomics  

 
Advising activities 

Ph.D. students 

Zi Fang, candidacy exam in August 2021 (main supervisor). 

Xuan Xui, candidacy exam in November 2022 (arms-length examine). 

Hesheng Xing, candidacy exam in August 2022 (chair). 

Liyuan Xuan, candidacy exam in May 2022 (committee member). 

Bonnie Luo, candidacy exam in April 2022 (arms-length examiner). 

Kyle Phong, candidacy exam in November 2021 (arms-length examiner). 

Kwabena Bediako Boateng, candidacy exam in August 2020 (arms-length examiner). 

Boris Ortega Moreno, candidacy exam in October 2019 (arms-length examiner). 

Hyeck Ki Min, passed the candidacy exam in October 2015 but withdrew from the Ph.D. 
program in September 2019 (committee member). 

Yiang Guo, candidacy exam in August 2019 (arms-length examiner). 

James Lin, thesis defended in September 2016 (committee member). 

Negar Razavilar, thesis defended in September 20016 (committee member). 
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Ruotao Tang, thesis defended in June 2016 (committee member). 

Michael Paulden (Faculty of Medicine), thesis defended in June 2016 (arms-length 
examiner). 

Yuan Bian, candidacy exam in December 2015 (arms-length examiner). 

Waleem Alausa, thesis defended in August 2014 (arms-length examiner). 
 
M.A. students (as the second reader of ECON 999 papers) 

Fangzhou You, 2022; Farah Tasnim, 2021; Danica Woliski, 2020; Xiaobin Wu, 2017; 
Adam Drouillard, 2016; Weiqi Zhang, 2015; Hedong Cui, 2015; Blake Fensom, 2014; 
Stephanie Lang, 2013; Zhe Zhou, 2013. 

 
Service  

Department 

Ph.D. Placement Officer, 2020—  

Undergraduate Advising Committee, 2023—  

Undergraduate Curriculum Sub-committee, Field Coordinator for Math Econ, 2023— 

Teaching Committee, 2023—  

Undergraduate Recruiting and Advising Committee, 2019—2023.   

Supplementary Hiring Committee, 2017—2018.  

Chair of the Teaching Committee, 2014—2017.  

Graduate Appeals Committee, 2016—2017.  

Hiring Committee for 2 tenure-track and 1 lecture positions, 2013—2014. 

Undergraduate Curriculum Committee, 2012—2013. 
 
Faculty of Arts 

Arts Executive Committee, 2015—2018. 

Arts Academic Strategic Planning Committee, 2016—2018. 

External Member on the Hiring Committee of Department of Political Science for the 
Director of a newly created program, Master in Policy Studies, 2016—2017. 

 

University of Alberta 

Arts representative on Science Faculty Council, 2023— 

Arts representative on Rehabilitation Medicine Faculty council, 2023—  
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Refereeing  
 
American Economic Journal: Macroeconomics, Bulletin of Economic Research, 
Canadian Public Policy, Cities, Contemporary Economic Policy, Economic Analysis and 
Policy, Economic Modeling, Economics Bulletin, Economics of Education Review, 
Economic Theory, Education Economics, Energy Journal, International Economic 
Review, International Journal of Industrial Organization, Journal of Economic Dynamics 
and Control, Journal of Economic Growth, Journal of Economics, Journal of Public 
Economics, Journal of Public Economic Theory, Journal of Regulatory Economics, 
Scandinavian Journal of Economics, Southern Economic Journal. 
 
Citizenship 
 
People’s Republic of China, Canadian permanent resident.  


